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Agriculture encouragement system in Song dynasty and its influence on silk industry
DUAN Weihong
( College of Clothing Henan Science and Technology College Xinxiang 453003 China)
Abstract: Agriculture encouragement system means that the ruler does it personally or establishes a system to
persuade the farmers to pay attention to agriculture and silkworm industry. This idea was gradually developed and
perfected from the Zhou dynasty until the Song dynasty when a perfect vocational officer system was established and
adopted by the later generations. Based on historical background and evolution process of agriculture encouragement
system in the Song dynasty historical development and government decree measures of agriculture encouragement
system in the Song dynasty were collated. On this basis the influence of agriculture encouragement system on silk
industry in the Song dynasty was analyzed. The results showed that the Song dynasty was the peak period for the
development of agriculture encouragement system in feudal China. Meanwhile agriculture encouragement system
created the material conditions for the rapid development of silk industry in the Song dynasty promoted the promotion
of the silkworm technology in the Song dynasty drove the large-scale production of silk weaving handicraft industry
facilitated the subdivision of silk weaving market thus promoting the quality of silk fabrics in the Song dynasty and
the prosperity of the sea and land silk trade.
Key words: Song dynasty; agriculture encouragement system; textile industry; silkworm technology; silks
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Fig.1 The pictures of silkworm weaving in Song dynasty: jacquard
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