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Feature analysis of women’ s wedding dresses in new-style weddings

in the Wu culture region in modern times
WANG Zhongjie' LIANG Hui’e'? XING Le'
(1a. College of Textiles and Clothing; 1b. The Non-material Cultural Heritage Research Base of Han Nationality Costume
Jiangnan University Wuxi 214122 China; 2. Wuxi Institute of Arts & Technology Wuxi 214206 China)
Abstract: To further clarify the features of wedding dresses in new-style weddings in cities and towns of the Wu
culture region the author sorted out and made a statistical analysis of modern journals and periodicals as well as
conducted a comparison in combination with diaries of celebrities and novels in modern times to collect 368 wedding
photos in total in the Wu culture region. The analysis results indicate that wedding dresses in the Wu culture region
were mainly of modified styles from 1859 to 1949; the development of wedding dresses went through the stages of
unitary styles mixed styles and diversified styles in each of which there were also representative regular ways of
matching. In general wedding dresses were in simple elegant and delicate styles and the silhouettes kept up with
popular western styles showing a high level of acceptance of foreign cultures. The colors of wedding dresses tended
to combinations of light colors while traditional colors were gradually reduced. Besides patterns of flowers and
plants with thin stems and leaves were mainly used to decorate wedding dresses showing the distribution features of
scattering and covering.
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Fig.1 Forms of female wedding dress in new-style weddings
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Tab.1 Statistics on popular types of women’ s wedding dresses in Wu culture region
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