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A further study on the origin of clothing
LI Bin'®* YANG Zhenyu' LI Qiang"*® YUAN Dapeng'®
( La. School of Fashion; 1b. Editorial Department of Fashion Guide Wuhan Textile University Wuhan 430073 China; 2. The Research
Center of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Hubei Province Wuhan 430073 China; 3. Research Laboratory of Apparel Culture
Jiangxi Institute of Fashion Technology Nanchang 330201 China)

Abstract: The origin of clothing has always been one of the most important topics in the field of apparel culture
research. Based on the dilemma analysis of the three research routes including philology —archeology and
anthropology and combination of the previous research results the essence of the origin of clothing was studied by
combining ancient Chinese character and philosophy. The research shows that: from the research route of ancient
Chinese etymology the ancient Chinese characters associated with clothing can reflect the origin of clothing stemmed
from objective needs of carrying tools whose material are cortex. From the perspective of philosophical research route
clothing prototype originated from carrying cortical belt during the Paleolithic in the process of human evolution. It is
an important tool for primitive humans to increase their survival rate. And the formed clothing is the basis for them to
get out of the Africa and expand their living space.

Key words: clothing; evolution; tools; origin; oracle
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Fig.1 The bone needle of mountain cave people
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Tab.1 Analysis of source of some ancient Chinese characters used to prove the origin of clothing
( ) +7( )
() dC)+ ()
C ) JC )+ ) +8( )
« ) C )+ ()
2 [

— 100 —



Vol.55 No.9 55 9
Sep. 2018 2018 9
2
Tab.2 Analysis of source of some ancient Chinese characters related to Clothing types and materials
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Tab.3 Analysis of source of some ancient Chinese characters related to original garment shape
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Fig.2 Golden belt used for carrying tools
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Fig.3 Recovery diagram of original shaped clothing
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