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The origin and evolution of the mulberry-dyke & fish-pond by the south bank of the Tai Lake
GU Xingguo' LIU Moucheng® MIN Qingwen’
(1. School of Environment & Natural Resources Renmin University of China Beijing 100872 China; 2. Institute of Geographic Sciences

and Natural Resources Research Chinese Academy of Sciences Beijing 100101  China)

Abstract: Mulberry-dyke & fish-pond is a typical model of traditional eco-agriculture in China whose formation and
evolution are under the specific historical condition and driving factors. The analysis shows that there had been the
essential conditions of the formation of mulberry-dyke & fish-pond by the south bank of the Tai Lake in late Spring
and Autumn period ( about 2 500 years ago) . Then based on population data change in ancient times this paper
deduces that the formation time of mulberry-dyke & fish-pond by the south bank of the Tai Lake is not later than the
mid-ate Tang dynasty. With the development of silkworm fishery and sheep industries the mulberry-dyke & fish—
pond system by the south bank of the Tai Lake gradually improved in the Song and Yuan dynasties flourished in the
Ming and Qing dynasties and tipped into recession in the 1990s. In the end the thesis summarizes the driving
factors for the formation and development of mulberry-dyke & fish-pond by the south bank of the Tai Lake including
natural condition water conservancy political situation agricultural policy population increase technical progress
economic system and market environment etc.

Key words: mulberry-dyke & fish-pond; agricultural culture heritage; south bank of the Tai Lake; Huzhou; origin
and evolution
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Tab.1 The quantitative change of ancient population in Zhejiang province
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