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Research on official robe of Qing dynasty in “The Chorography of Suzhou Weaving Bureau”
WANG Yuan
( College of Fashion Design Shanghai Institute of Visual Art Shanghai 201100 China)

Abstract “The Chorography of Suzhou Weaving Bureau” is an important literature which recorded the matters about
weaving and fabricating royal and official textile and costumes at Suzhou Weaving Bureau and is also one of 3
weaving bureaus in Jiangnan in Qing dynasty. The history and evolution until the 25th year of KangXi Emperor was
recorded. Data about official robe in the literature can mostly be found in the part of “Duanpi” and the materials
and working hours to make official robe can also be found directly or indirectly. The geometric size of Buzi made by
the Weaving Bureau was measured in official units so the differences with civilian units could be found. The
materials for official robe were measured for individual user’ s size and weaved in the unit of Pi. The official robe for
emperor’ s use and official use are both very time-costing and expensive in the aspects of material and working hours.
In the literatures of Weaving Bureau the information including the geometric sizes for the patterns of official robe at
different official ranks in Qing dynasty and tailoring structures of dress and working time to make the official robe is
very meaningful for researching official robe in Qing dynasty.
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Fig.1 Difference between cloth-cutting rules of the ministry of works and nongovernmental
rules recorded in “Primary Edition of My Study”
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Fig.2 Official robe for military officers at the end of Qing
dynasty collected in China Silk Museum
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Fig.6 The style drawing of official robe at

the end of Qing dynasty( made by the author)
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Fig.5 The robe material for cyan satin °
Ji—cloth with the embroidery of rolling dragon ’s )
pattern at the end of Qing dynasty o
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Tab.1 The working time for the parts of official and royal robes at Suzhou Weaving Bureau during the Kangxi Years
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