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A compare research on the patchworks of the Silk Road
MAO Huiwei', XU Zheng’
(1. Institue of Culture, Zhejiang Fashion Institute of Technology, Ningbo 315211, China;
2. China National Silk Museum, Hangzhou 310002, China)

Abstract: According to the method combined with reference and material object, patchworks collected from different
periods and locations along the Silk Road were analyzed from four aspects, including the form and the category, the
material and the skill, the origin and the meaning, the development and compatibility. And then comparative analysis
was carried out in different kinds of patchworks unearthed, used by common people, documented and collected in
museums along the Silk Road. As a result, it could be indicated that the patchworks along the Silk Road are various
and have a long history. Although different materials and shapes were observed in patchworks, all of them could be
produced based on technology of splicing skill. Initially, patchworks appeared in the East and West under
independent cultural system. However, with the extension of the Silk Road and cultural exchanges, various
relationships emerged among different civilizations along the Silk Road which were represented in the development and
compatibility of the patchworks. No matter whether the origins of patchworks in the Silk Road were from economy,
function or technology, they will eventually develop to the form beauty, and become an indispensable part of
researches on the textiles along the Silk Road.
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Fig.1 Children’s skirt made from patchwork
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Fig.3 Singapore baby wrap made from patchwork
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Fig.4 Coin shape ornament made from patchwork
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Fig.6 Ceremonial patchwork robe ( kawai)
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